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Welcome to a superlative of history!
  
This teaching packet is excerpted from the book, Amazing World Records of History;  
the activity sheet numbers are for reference only.

*%')+,-#.")/0#1&(")02
However you integrate this packet into your teaching, always keep in mind that the student 
activity sheets provide countless opportunities to foster broader and deeper awareness of 
historical forces. Keep in mind, too, that children learn best when they’re having fun. Foster 
surprise, delight, and awe about these superlatives of the human experience. Emphasize the 
drama that underlies every world record of history. Do your best to evoke wonderment of the 
grand human story. Good luck in this important work.
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6./(6./5/2(%,(0%+$"'(0#*1$/2
1.  CULTURE

  Social studies programs should include experiences that provide for the study of 
culture and cultural diversity.

2. TIME, CONTINUITY, AND CHANGE
  Social studies programs should include experiences that provide for the study of the 

past and its legacy.  
3.  PEOPLE, PLACES, AND ENVIRONMENTS

  Social studies programs should include experiences that provide for the study of 
people, places, and environments.

4.  INDIVIDUAL DEVELOPMENT AND IDENTITY
  Social studies programs should include experiences that provide for the study of 

individual development and identity.  
5.  INDIVIDUALS, GROUPS, AND INSTITUTIONS

  Social studies programs should include experiences that provide for the study of 
interactions among individuals, groups, and institutions.

6.  POWER, AUTHORITY, AND GOVERNANCE
  Social studies programs should include experiences that provide for the study of 

how people create, interact with, and change structures of power, authority, and 
governance.

7.  PRODUCTION, DISTRIBUTION, AND CONSUMPTION
  Social studies programs should include experiences that provide for the study of 

how people organize for the production, distribution, and consumption of goods 
and services.

8.  SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY, AND SOCIETY
  Social studies programs should include experiences that provide for the study of 

relationships among science, technology, and society.
9.  GLOBAL CONNECTIONS

  Social studies programs should include experiences that provide for the study of 
global connections and interdependence. 

10. CIVIC IDEALS AND PRACTICES
  Social studies programs should include experiences that provide for the study of the 

ideals, principles, and practices of citizenship in a democratic republic.
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Stone Tools

Teaching Tips

small groups.
Activity Sheet 14A

Discuss the definition of machine.
Have students speculate on what might have been the first multiple-part, complex machine.

Activity Sheet 14B

justified.
Help students by pointing out that a reasonable measure of importance is influence and that 
they can gauge influence by imagining the world without certain machines.

Activity Sheet 14C

Answers
Activity Sheet 14A 1. According to the article, a machine is any device that helps people do 
work; 2. Answers will vary. Possible responses may include the following: I think of machines 

article says stone chopping tools might be the world’s earliest machines. 
Activity Sheet 14B Answers will vary. Possible responses may include the following: cars, 
cutting tools, computers, guns, airplanes, or roads. Reward honest effort.
Activity Sheet 14C Answers will vary. Remember to reward honest effort.

Extension and Enrichment
Have students research and explain the six simple machines to the rest of the class.
Encourage students to invent their own machines.

Visit  for more images and activities!

Time Required
About three class periods

NCSS Themes
Distribution, and Consumption
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Activity Sheet 14A

Directions: Read the article and answer the questions.

Some machines, like cars, are extraordinarily complex. But many machines are  
actually quite simple. A ramp, for example, might not appear to be a machine, but it is.  
A machine is any device that helps people do work.

 
A ramp, for example, makes it easier for a person to raise something to a higher level. 

and the force applied to the machine by a person using it. For example, a crowbar is a 
simple machine. By pushing one end of the crowbar with a small force, you can exert  
a larger force against an object with the other end of the crowbar.
Historians are certain that the first machines must all have been very simple devices—
like ramps and levers—that people made to help them accomplish tasks. But what 

for certain. But a good guess is that the earliest machine—a device that helped people 
do work— was a simple stone tool. Perhaps it was simply a rock that was used like a 

bones.
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Activity Sheet 14B

Directions: 

answers. But you need to explain why you chose each machine on your list.

The Five Most Important Machines of All Time

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.



©
 2

01
3 

Su
nf

lo
w

er
 E

du
ca

tio
n

Name   Class   Date 

!"#$%"&%'($%)*+("&$%,-$
Activity Sheet 14C

People give names to the periods of time in which they live and in which people of the past 

that they may be said to define the way we live. 

To appreciate the nature of your times, complete the chart and answer  
the question.

Machines Used in My School

Machines Used in My Home

Machines I Have Used or Benefited From Today
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